Planting Seeds of Compassion
at Forbes Hospice
Forbes Hospice has become somewhat of an oasis in the city thanks to the generosity and
creativity of a local landscape architect.
Mark McKenzie, owner of Landscape Architectural Services, LLC, recently donated more
than $8,000 of professional services to create the Forbes Hospice Compassion Garden. He
designed and installed the garden so that Hospice families would have a place to go for a
respite from the emotional hardships of having a loved one in hospice care. Mr. McKenzie
has a history of similar donations in and around the greater Pittsburgh region and refers to
this as his “philanthropy.”
The garden is both functional and aesthetic with ample seating, strategically placed boulders, and shrubs and perennials planted to ensure seasonal interest.
“Before the garden was installed in the fall of 2008, there was no place for people to sit
outside,” said Mr. McKenzie. “I wanted to provide a comforting and convenient area outdoors where someone could get away from it all to be quiet and reflect.”

Free Estate Planning
Home Study Course Is
Available to Donors
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Forbes Health Foundation’s free “Creative Estate Planning” course, a five-part
program that you will find to be informative and practical, whatever the size of
your estate. Each lesson will be mailed to
you, and upon completion you will receive a FREE book that pulls it all together – “Your Personal Estate Planning
Record.”
Here's what the course will cover:
How You Can Shape Your Future, How
to Make a Better Will, How to Cope With
Estate Tax Uncertainty, How Trusts Can
Improve Your Estate Plan, How to Boost
Income and Cut Taxes Now. To start to
receive this free course in the mail, simply call the Foundation at
412-858-4472.

Local Corporations
Partner with Forbes
in the Presidents’
Circle
Mark McKenzie enjoys the new Hospice Compassion Garden that he designed.
Mr. McKenzie was personally aware of the need for such a garden.
In addition to serving as a volunteer at Forbes Hospice, his father
and aunt were both cared for there, and his mother has also been a
Hospice volunteer for 28 years.
Although this garden has been in the planning stages for many
years, the first step was in spring of 2006 when two of his father’s favorite trees were planted in his memory.
“It really is remarkable,” said Maryanne Fello, Director, Forbes
Hospice. “It had been a longstanding goal of ours to do something
like this, and the Compassion Garden really creates a kind of oasis
for families to go when they need a break. Mark has shared how he
sees the world with us at Forbes Hospice, and we are very grateful
for his vision.”
Mark's vision remains incomplete, however. He added that the
garden is an ongoing project and has now taken on a life of its own,
which officially qualifies it as living art.
Mr. McKenzie still donates his time and creativity working with
local artists and intends to continuously improve the space. “I’m
there frequently to do what is needed; be it planting, watering, pruning or promoting the garden to Hospice families,” he said. “It’s invariably a source of conversation. I’ve met so many great people and
families working on this project. It’s my little spot and it comforts
me.”
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Vocollect of Wilkins Township is the
most recent addition to the Forbes Health
Foundation’s Presidents’ Circle. Vocollect
and its worldwide network of certified supply chain resellers and channel partners deliver proven gains in productivity, accuracy,
safety and job satisfaction. Every day hundreds of thousands of people on six continents use the integrated Vocollect Voice®
portfolio of voice applications to improve
work.
Corporate presidents and executives who
individually or through their corporation
contribute $5,000 annually to the Foundation in support of quality healthcare at The
Western Pennsylvania Hospital - Forbes Regional Campus are members of this Circle.
Many of our members have contributed
considerably more.
Information on the President’s Circle may
be found online at www.ForbesHealthFoundation.org.
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